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Thank you to everyone who joined us in being a friend to 
cicadas during the magical 2021 emergence of Brood X! 
We received 465 amazing entries to our student haiku 
contest, and our team of judges selected the following 
top 17 poems to honor the 17-year Brood X cicadas.  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Awaiting the appearance of 17-year old nymphs and 
watching them emerge from the ground was a magical 
experience. Many young poets were inspired by the 
emergence of these“teenager” insects who had been 
living all alone since 2004, long before the poets were 
born! And our poets, who had spent more than a year 
social distancing due to a pandemic, showed great 
empathy for these amazing insects. 

Anticipation How do these bugs know 
When to come out of the ground? 

That’s a mystery. -Anabelle  

Cute cicada bugs 

You’ve been alone in the ground 

Now come together 

-Keira  

For seventeen years 

They’ve been sitting in the ground 

End of quarantine! 

-Leo 

Coming from the ground 
Climb up little cicada 

Look down on the world 
-Cleo 



What a treat it was to witness the 
nymphs undergo their final molt into 
adulthood! Many of our poets were 
inspired by the appearance of the 
beautiful adults and the ever-increasing 
numbers of exoskeletons that were left 
behind in their neighborhoods. 

Transformation

Wings of silver glow 
Green plants are occupied now 

Red eyes shine and shine 
-Garrett 

I’ve been underground 

I will leave my shell behind 

I can now be loud 

-Rylie  
Small holes in the ground Bonk, thump, smack -- they’re on me now! Cicadas galore 

-Lucia 



Soon, our neighborhoods were 
bustling with the movements and 
sounds of cicada courtship! 

Animation Loudly they all sing Quietly I will listen Singing me to bed -Ellery 

Red-eyed songwriters 

Dancing to a buzzing sound 

Lovers forever 

-Ramzi  

Seventeen dark years 

Then emergence, light, and wings 

Flying, singing, life. 

-Ms. Kraft’s class



As the weeks passed, we received more and 
more poems about the chorusing of the 
periodical cicadas. How amazing it was to 
experience one of the loudest sounds in nature! 

Commotion

Eyes and wings like glass 
The seventeen year clock rings 

With a buzz of songs 
-Tatum 

Earsplitting chorus 

Like toddler violinists. 

Get me some earmuffs! 

-Jackie 

Big red eyes staring, Tymbals buzzing and singing The cicada’s song -Brevin 



There is no greater inspiration for poetry than 
being witness to the wonders of nature. How old 
will you be the next time that Brood X emerges? 
What do you hope the world will be like then? 

Inspiration

Persistent these bugs 
To fulfill their destiny 

Of spreading their kind -Hannah  

1,2,3,4,5 
6,7 cicadas, oOps! 
I think I lost count 

-Margaret 

They are not harmful. 
Do not be afraid of them. 

They just want to live. 
-Josie 

Red eyes staring at 

me. I blink. You disappear 

for seventeen years 

-Ms. Post’s class 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Five Favorite Questions 
During the spring of 2021, our Friend to Cicadas team had fun replacing fear with fascination by 
teaching students about the amazing periodical cicadas of Brood X. Thousands of students and 
teachers downloaded our free, activity-packed digital notebook and watched the student-oriented 
presentation from scientists on our website, www.friendtocicadas.org. In addition, we hosted more 
than 50 livestreams and Zoom presentations to classrooms throughout the DC metro area. These were 
some of our favorite questions from students: 

Do cicadas hibernate underground? Cicadas are actually very active underground as they feed on tree 
roots, tunnel, and molt in their underground chambers. While their activities may slow down during 
the colder months, scientists do not have any evidence that they hibernate. 

Why are there some blue-eyed cicadas? Eye color is controlled by 
genes, and strange mutations and variants can occasionally occur. 
While most Brood X cicadas have red eyes, you will sometimes 
notice differences such as orange or even blue eyes. For most of 
their lives, the Brood X nymphs have unpigmented, white eyes. 
They begin to turn color in the fall before their emergence year. 
We were excited to find this cicada with one red eye and one white 
eye! How cool is that?! 



Five Favorite Questions 
Do cicadas pee? You may experience this if you hold a cicada or stand under a tree full of cicadas.          
But don’t worry – it’s just watery tree sap that they are eliminating from their bodies! 

Do cicadas bite? This was the most common question we received from students. One of the many great 
things about cicadas is that they are very gentle and easy to handle. They do not bite or sting. In fact, 
they have sucking mouthparts, like a straw, that are specialized for feeding on the xylem of tree roots. We 
did observe many adults with their mouthparts inserted in twigs and branches, so we know that they also 
drink plant fluids as adults! 

 

 

 

How do cicada nymphs breathe underground? Insects do not breathe through 
nostrils like we do, and they do not have lungs. Instead, insects have a network of 
tiny tubes called tracheae. Air enters these tubes through openings in the thorax 
and abdomen called spiracles. There is enough oxygen in the underground 
chambers created by the nymphs for them to breathe. When they molt, you can 
sometimes see white, threadlike tubes left behind on the exoskeleton – those are 
the tracheal linings!

To Learn More, Please Visit  
www.FriendtoCicadas.org 
 

http://www.friendtocicadas.org


CREDITS: This presentation template was created by Slidesgo, including icons by Flaticon, and infographics & images by Freepik. 

Thank you!
Special thanks to all of the teachers who used 
our educational materials in spring 2021 and 
encouraged their students to create such 
beautiful poetry and to be friends to cicadas. 

 
Many thanks to the judges of our Cicada Haiku 
Contest: John Lill; Martha Weiss; Cris, Kristie, 
and Lillie Hochwender; Ava Casaus; JoAnne 
Barron; Cynie Eisler; and Dave Lee.  
 
This work was made possible by support to the 
Audubon Naturalist Society GreenKids 
program provided by Howard Hughes Medical 
Institute, Virginia Environmental Endowment, 
and the Piedmont Environmental Education 
Foundation. Thank you! 
 

See you again in 17 years!

http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr

